Background
Each year, Pillsbury House and Theatre works intensively with
over 200 youth in grades K-8. When they “graduate” from our after
school program they can join our college prep club FANS, our performance ensemble Power of Our Voices, or Fashion Club. They may also
volunteer or work with us and many do!
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"In accordance with Federal Law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.
"To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992
(Voice). Individuals who are hearing impaired or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish). USDA is
an equal opportunity provider and employer."

Meet the Staff
 Youth Programs Manager: Matt Thiede, 612-787-3646
 Group A Leader: Mitch Vosejpka

Welcome!

 Group B Leader: TBD
 Teen Leader: Siddeeqah Shabazz
 2 AmeriCorps Summer Reads VISTAS
 10 Step Up Youth Staff

Welcome to Summer Arts Camp with Pillsbury House + Theatre! We’re
thrilled you’re here. Through the arts we learn about multiculturalism,
identity, and environmental awareness while building and strengthening
our community. The arts also help create better results in reading, writing, math, and science. Older youth will also participate in service learning to develop leadership skills, volunteerism, and knowledge about social justice issues.

Check-In & Check-Out

Resident artists: Pedro Lander, Jen Scott, Masanari Kawahara, Emily
Zimmer and guest artists throughout the summer!

All staff are up to date on CPR and first aid certification, have years of youth work
experience, and love kids!

An adult must sign children out at the front desk each day. Only people
authorized by parents or guardians will be allowed to pick-up children enrolled in the program. Parents must provide written consent to have their
child leave Pillsbury House on their own. Please inform staff whenever your
child will not be in for the day.
Programming starts at 9:30 am and ends at 4:30 pm. We will have
staff here from 8:30am-5:00 pm, but we do not have staff capacity to
stay beyond those times. If you are late to pick up your child more than
once we will charge a $10 late pickup charge for every additional 15
minutes to cover staff overtime. If you are picking up early, notify staff so
that we can let you know where your child will be at that time.

What to bring:

Every day is filled with fun activities and we will be keeping youth very active. A water bottle, sneakers, swimsuit and warm weather clothing
will be needed every day, and your child’s group leader will notify you if
any other supplies will be needed in advance. We will provide each youth
with water, sunscreen, meals and snacks.

Who do I Contact About...
… My child missing a day? Matt Thiede
… Picking up my child early? Matt Thiede
… A concern I have about my child’s group? Your group leader
… Payment? Matt Thiede
… Coming in to volunteer? Matt Thiede
… Recommending a guest artist? Matt Thiede
… Specific things I want my child to learn? Your group leader
… Questions regarding a field trip? Your group leader

Our Values
These guidelines were developed through collaboration between
the staff and the kids, so everyone—youth, staff, artists, and
volunteers agree to hold themselves to these values.

What to Expect
Our daily schedule and classes are differentiated by age and
limited to 15 in each age group. The Pillsbury House Summer Arts Camp
is a safe, supportive, multicultural environment for youth (entering 1st8th grade), full of structured activities. Our low student-to-staff ratio
allows us to provide special attention and care at all times.
On any given day, your child’s group may have 2 different art
classes, such as stilting, theatre, music, gardening, poetry, videography,
dance or puppetry. They will have time with their group for service learning trips in the community, play time at local parks, and yoga/dance
movement. We are fortunate to have 2 AmeriCorps Summer Reads
VISTAS again this summer to work with kids on their reading and digital
literacy skills. We value free time as well and make sure to schedule time
for individual interests and play.

Check out the example schedule below to get a taste of a day at Pillsbury House’s Summer Arts Camp.

Example Schedule
Food
Breakfast and lunch this summer is generously provided by Open
Arms Minnesota. Every child will receive a nutritious lunch and breakfast at
no charge! We also provide an afternoon snack, water, and sometimes
juice to drink. Please do not pack candy or soda for your child. On field
trip days lunch is still provided. We’d like to thank Open Arms for their
generosity- check out their website at: www.openarmsmn.org.
If you child has food allergies or sensitivities you may want to pack
their lunch as we will not know in advance what Open Arms will be serving
each day. We provide an afternoon snack each day and make sure to have
options to honor allergies and religious limitations.

9:00-9:30

Breakfast/Arrival

9:30-10:00

Whole Group Welcome Game

10:00-10:30

Homeroom with your group

10:30-11:45

Art Class/ Workshop

11:45-12:15

Lunch

12:15-12:45

Free play/reading

12:45-2:00

Art Class / Workshop

2:00-3:30

Field Trip—Community Learning

3:30--4:00

Snack and free play

4:00-4:30

end of day activity/ pick up

Field Trips
On Fridays the entire group may be going on a large outing to a park, recreation area, museum, etc. For most field trips
buses leave the building at 10:00 am and return around 3:30 pm
unless noted otherwise*. Please ask a summer camp staff
member or the front desk staff to provide you an updated schedule of trips.
Our goal is that each child gets to go on at least two field trips
per week.
Field trips may include:
 Local parks, lakes, and museums
 Cascade Bay Water Park
*Once we have finalized our field trip schedule it will be at the front
desk so that you can decide if you’d like to come with us as a chaperone!

Important Dates

Health and Behavior Policies
Contagious Illnesses: For the health of all children in the program
anyone who is sick or has something contagious (e.g. lice, ringworm, flu, etc. ) must remain at home. Parents will be required to
pick up their child if s/he is sick. For lice, your child cannot come back
until 24 hours after chemical treatment.
Special Health Needs: Fill out a health information form if your child has
health needs/conditions or takes medications.
Medications may be given by staff with parents’ approval, only if prescription information is clearly printed on the bottle.
Behavior:
While participating in the Pillsbury House youth programs, we expect all
youth to follow our values and code of conduct. We encourage youth to
behave within our established rules in order for all participants to have
fun and succeed. The following are examples of behaviors that are not
allowed:

- Interrupting and/or talking over peers or the group leader
- Leaving the group/room without permission
- Hiding, or trying to avoid participating in activities

June 18th
First Day
July 4th
No Camp
July 26th
Family Celebration!
July 27th
Last Day
Aug 2nd-5th
Wilderness Inquiry Trip
(9 Middle Schoolers Only)

- Running in the building, using “outdoor” voices
- Fighting (play fighting, verbal or physical fighting)
1st Incident: Youth receives a warning and reminder of the rules.
2nd Incident: Youth receives another warning and must go to a separate

area to discuss what is going on with a staff person. Younger youth will
have a time out. Older youth’s parent will be notified.
3rd Incident: Youth must complete a behavior worksheet based on our
values. Their parent/guardian will be notified.
For physical/violent or 4th incidents: Youth is placed on hold and cannot attend the program until there is a meeting between the student,
parents, and Pillsbury House staff. At that meeting the group will determine if the child is prepared to return. If so, the child and parents must
complete a behavior contract.

